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The week was cold and wet. Temperatures
averaged five to nine degrees below normals across the
State. Precipitation amounts varied from around two-
tenths of an inch in the northwest up to 1.70 inches in the
east central.

GENERAL

Fieldwork activities were limited again last week
due to additional rainfal and continued wet field
conditions, according to the Nebraska Agricultural Statistics
Service. Producers were anxiously awaiting drier soil
conditions for completing oat and sugar beet plantings and
beginning corn plantings. Other producer actwities
included moving farm-stored grain to elevators, limited
spring fieldwork, spraying weeds in pastures, fixing fence,
and livestock care.

CROPS

Winter wheat condition was rated at 1% poor, 20%
fair, 69% good, and 10% excellent. About 31% of the
acreage had jointed by the end of the week, compared with
32% last year and 36% for the five-year average.

Corn planting made only minimal advances due to
cool, wet conditions and Iow soil temperatures. As of

Sunday, about 3% had been planted. This progress
compared to 31% last year and 22% for the average.
Producers are anxiously awaiting warmer, drier conditions.

Oat seeding had reached 62% complete by week's
end, well behind last year at 99% and the average at 88%.
Acreage seeded may be reduced if producers can not sow
their intended acreape within the next few weeks.

Sugar beet planting made some progress where soil
conditions permitted.  Rainfall received should help
germination and growth.

Alfalfa condition was rated at 1% poor, 25% fair,
65% good, and 9% excellent. Alfalfa seeding was underway
where soil conditions permitted.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was rated at mostly
good. Spring calving progressed to 92% complete with calf
losses rated mostly average. The recent cool, wet weather
increased calving problems. Scours and pneumonia
continued to be a problem for newborn calves. Grass
continued to "green up” slowly due to the weather. With
the slow grass growth, movement of cattle to grass has also
been slower than normal.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS TATE LAST | LAST | AVER-
AS OF APRIL 30, 1995 NW [ NC [ NE | C ] BC | 5w | sc | sE STATE | wrEK | YEAR| AGE
% Qats Sown 48 67 54 55 76 89 96 92 62 43 9 88
% Wheat Jomted 13 5 12 18 10 48 42 53 31 11 32 36
% Corn Planted 1 (3 2 4 4 3 5 3 3 1 31 22

DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF APRIL 28, 1995

Days suitable 24 32 33 23 22 24 22 21 26 1.3 39
Topsoil Moisture - Very Short 0 0 ] 0 0 0 0 ] 0 0
(Percent) - Short 15 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 1 10

- Adequate 74 57 66 7 44 53 69 75 64 4 76

- Surplus 11 43 34 19 56 47 31 25 34 55 14

Subsoil Moisture - Very Short 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
(Percent) - Short 29 0 Q 0 0 2 9 0 5 5 2
- Adequate 70 70 85 86 73 93 91 88 81 68 94

- Surplus 1 30 15 14 27 5 0 12 14 27 4
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PRECIPITATION MAP FOR WEEK ENDING SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 1995
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Precipitaion, April 1 - April 30, 1995
NwW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

Total past week ........... .56 42 45 .67 1.05 51 39 1.00
Total since April 1...... ... 2.72 3.87 4.01 3.05 381 3.00 2.09 3.48
Normal since April 1 ....... 1.77 2.13 2.46 239 2.70 1.87 2.07 2.77

TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION DATA FOR WEEK ENDING SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 1995

Temperature Precipitation
Station Extremes - Mean Departure Total Inches }/
Max Min

NW  Chadron 59 24 42 34
Scottsbluff 60 23 42 -8 1.10
Sidney 59 23 42 22

NC Valentine 65 22 42 9 44

NE Norfolk 63 28 47 -7 58
Sioux City 6l 30 46 -7 .54

CEN Grand Island 72 27 47 -8 1.02
Ord 69 23 45

EC Lincoln 73 33 50 -6 1.24
Omaha 65 34 50 -6 1.72

SW  Imperial - - - ‘ - -
North Platte 70 27 47 -5 91

1/ Precipitation totals not included in map above.
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